
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners set a prelimi-
nary 2022 budget and 2022 pre-
liminary tax rate during a special 
meeting held Friday, July 30 at 

the Cooke County courthouse. 
Th e proposed tax rate was set at 
.4130 and public hearings for the 
tax rate and budget were sched-
uled for August 23. Th e 2021 tax 
rate was .4224 per $100 valua-
tion.
 Th e commissioners also voted 

to add an additional election 
registration/redistricting clerk to 
the Cooke County Tax Assessor-
Collector Offi  ce. 
 “As you guys know we had a lot 
of diffi  culty, of course last year 
was an anomaly, with the num-
ber of elections we had but we 

still are struggling with keeping 
up with all of the things associ-
ated with elections, registering 
people as well as we may have a 
new [emergency services district] 
that is being proposed,” Cooke 
County Judge Steve Starnes said. 
“We have redistricting coming 
up probably in November, and 
the general consensus was from 
both Brandy [Carr’s] tax asses-
sor department and Pam [Har-
rison], the Cooke County Clerk, 
who both take care of all of our 
elections, believe that we need an 
additional person in order to fa-
cilitate all of the activities that we 
are looking at going through this 
year.”
 Starnes noted Tax Assessor-
Collector Carr had “a reasonable 
amount of overtime from last 
year.”
 “I think we could use an ex-
tra person to help her on elec-
tions,” Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Leon Klement said. “I think with 
growth the way it is in this coun-
ty, I think it’s time to address the 
complexities of the new voting 
equipment… I think it’s a good 
start.”
 “[County tax assessor employ-
ees] also have a lot of other re-
sponsibilities to take care of,” 
Precinct 3 Commissioner Adam 
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Muenster Hospital District Board 

Sets Tax Hearing for August 25
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

MUENSTER – Th e Muenster 
Hospital District voted unani-
mously during its July 28 meet-
ing for a rollback tax rate of 
.1806 per $100 valuation which 
will generate $1,483,385 in rev-
enue. A tax hearing was set for 
6:45 p.m. August 25. Th e 2020 
tax rate was .1975.
 Chief Executive Offi  cer Mari-
on Willimon said notices will be 
published in August prior to the 
hearing. Th ey will include the 
proposed tax rate.
 Willimon also provided up-

dates on fl ooring for the facil-
ity. Th e installation process was 
scheduled to begin August 2. 
Other upgrades include network 
infrastructure, oxygen/suction, 
doors, sterilizer, CDM review 
and Blue Cross/Blue Shield cre-
dentialing for certain providers.
 She also noted the hospital is 
in compliance with the nursing 
staff  plan.
 Th e board also discussed the 
possibility of extending the retail 
pharmacy drive up, which cur-
rently allows only a backup onto 
the street from the window, to a 
loop or a circle to allow custom-
ers to proceed to the street with-

out having to back up from the 
window.
 In addition, Kerri Snyder, chief 
nursing offi  cer, provided a CO-
VID report.
 “Right now, currently there 
are 28 active [COVID] cases es-
timated in Cooke County,” Sny-
der said. “Th ere are two hospital-
ized. We talk about our ‘red fl ag’ 
number which is the percentage 
of COVID-positive hospitalized 
patients in Texas and the thresh-
old is 15 percent. Th e highest 
that has ever been reported was 
in mid-January at 27.75. Th ey 
quit reporting after May because 
it had gone down to as low as 

2.61 but now it is creeping up 
daily. Th is morning it was 9.06, 
so every day it’s just creeping 
back up again.”
 She noted a public concern is the 
Delta variant of the corona virus.
 “It’s a whole new ballgame from 
what I’ve been reading,” Snyder 
said, adding the Delta strain is 
making up 83 percent of all new 
infections… the CDC has been 
putting out a lot of things about 
it but the interesting thing is that 
over the last couple of months 
99.5 percent of the deaths from 
COVID were all from unvacci-
nated people.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Celebrating 150 years in Cooke County - Members of Mount Olive Church held an anniversary 
celebration Saturday, July 24 at the Stanford House in Gainesville to mark the 150th anniversary of 
the place of worship. Pictured are members of the church’s choir who provided inspirational music 
for the event which also included a dinner, a message and door prizes.        (The Weekly News Photo)  

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Where has the summer 
gone!?! It sure seems like it is 
way too early (and I am sure 
the kids agree) but it is Back-
to-School time once again. 
Time for working your way 
through the school supply list, 
and racks of clothes as you 
prep your littles for the big day 
of the new grade. Good luck 
kids and parents, hope you all 
have a wonderful school year!

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Th e Gainesville Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is hosting a 
Sidewalk Stroll on Saturday, 
August 7 from 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. Shop with downtown 
merchants out on the side-
walks and enjoy the summer 
weather! For more information 
visit downtowngainesvilletex-
as.com.

++++++++

 Need help with school sup-
plies? Th ere is a school sup-
ply give away scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 10 from 6:00 
to 8:00 pm in the Hillcrest 
Church of Christ parking lot 
located at 1712 E. O’Neal 
Street in Gainesville. Come get 
set up for the upcoming school 
year!

++++++++

 Th ere will be a special speaker 
at the next Common Th reads 
Quilt Guild meeting August 
9 at First United Methodist 
Church. Social time is 6:30 pm 
and meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 Th e August Program fea-
tures Debbie Maddy “live and 
in-person!”  Debbie will have 
3 tables set up for items to 
purchase.  I can’t wait to see 
what she brings!  Please send 
pictures of anything you have 
created using Debbie Maddy 
patterns and/or fabrics to be 
shown on the big screen TV’s.  
Debbie will love to see what 
you have made! 
 Th e lecture will be about In-
digo Shibori Dyeing from Ita-
jime, Arashi, Nui, Kumo and 
beyond. Th is is a combination 
slide presentation and trunk 
show. Debbie will explain 
the concept of Shibori and 
show examples of many of the

(Continued on Page 5)

GISD Board Plans for $70M Bond 

Proposal for a New Junior High
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – A facilities 
steering committee unanimous-
ly agreed to recommend the 
Gainesville Independent School 
Board of Trustees call for a $70 
million bond election to build 
a new middle school. Commit-
tee co-chairs Rachel Pickett and 
Martin Phillips presented in-
formation on the project at the 
Monday, July 19, 2021 meeting. 
Th ey said, if approved, the new 
rate would increase GISD taxes 
from $1.10 per $100 of property 
value to $1.37 of $100 property 
value.

 “Of course, everyone knows 
we been in talks again about the 
future of GISD and when we talk 
about the future, it is imperative 
that we talk about the white el-
ephant in the room and that’s 
our facilities,” GISD Superinten-
dent Dr. Des Stewart said. “With 
projected growth, also with ag-
ing facilities this was a very, very 
critical conversation for us that, 
again we can talk until we can’t 
talk anymore but, of course, we 
went through the facilities steer-
ing process a couple of years ago 
but of course COVID hit. We 
postponed our bond and even-
tually cancelled it because of the 
state of our economy. Now fast 

forward a year and a half later 
the economy is building back up 
and we’re at a point, although 
we are not where we were two 
years ago, pre-COVID, we’re at 
a much better place… Although 
we postponed the bond the fi rst 
time, the needs of the district 
have not gone anywhere. If any-
thing, the needs of the district 
have increased. And so we began 
the process of how can we begin 
taking care of the dire needs of 
the district?” 
 He said the committee’s goal 
was to decide if it should proceed 
with a push for a bond election 
or if it should continue to use 
district resources to maintain dis-

trict facilities.
 Phillips said approximately 45 
individuals took part in the steer-
ing committee process.
 “However, the whole com-
munity was notifi ed through 
the GISD website and Facebook 
pages that the committee was 
meeting and forming,” Phillips 
said. “…It was important to us to 
represent the entire community.”
 Phillips said he wanted to em-
phasize the decision of the board 
was unanimous.
 Th e new school would be con-
structed at the site of the former 
Gainesville High School which 
is now Gainesville Junior High 

(Continued on Page 10)
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Muenster Hospital District Board 

Sets Tax Hearing for August 25
(Continued from Page 1)

 She said current data in-
dicates people who are vac-
cinated can get the Delta 
variant but they aren’t dying 
at the same rates as unvac-
cinated individuals.
 Snyder said in Texas last 
month 48 percent of resi-
dents have been vaccinated. 
“Th is month it’s up to 61 
percent,” she said, a sce-
nario she attributes, at least, 
in part to public concern 
about the Delta variant. 
During the same period, she 
noted Cooke County went 
from 32 percent vaccinated 
in June to 34 percent vac-
cinated in July. “Locally, 
[vaccination rates] have not 
changed much,” she said.
 She also said total staff  
members for Muenster Hos-
pital District are at a 40 per-
cent vaccination rate. Th is 
includes PRN employees. 

Fulltime staff  are at a 60 
percent vaccination rate, she 
said.
 Th e clinic plans to con-
tinue to off er vaccines, Sny-
der said. “We’re just going 
to keep on doing the best we 
can do.”
 Th e board approved min-
utes of the previous board 
meeting and certifi ed the 
closed session minutes of the 
previous meeting.
 Th e board approved an 
antibiotic stewardship pro-
gram which is required by 
Medicare to ensure doc-
tors are following standards 
regarding prescribing for 
appropriate antimicrobial 
therapy.
 Next Willimon presented 
fi scal year end fi nancials. 
“Th ese numbers are to the 
best of our ability right 
now,” she said. “Th ey’re go-
ing to change…Don’t put 
much stock in these because 

these won’t be your fi nal 
numbers.”
 “We ended with gross 
revenue of $10.2 million,” 
she said. “Last year it was at 
$10.8 million.”
 She noted after contrac-
tual adjustments, net patient 
revenue was at $7.9 million. 
“Last year it was $8.1 mil-
lion,” she said.
 After provider relief 
funds, PPE loan forgiveness 
and tax revenue, the total 
operating revenue was $14 
million compared to $11.3 
million in the previous year.
 “Expenses ended at $12.8 
million,” Willimon said 
compared to $11.1 million 
in the previous year.
 “It’s just really an anomaly 
with everything we had go-
ing on but our expenses 
for June for salaries were 
$880,000, all of the things 
that we did with the CO-
VID relief funds,” she said. 

“So overall we had an in-
come of $1.1 million where-
as last year we had an in-
come of $158,000. Take out 
our tax revenues and we’d 
have a loss of $157,636.”
 Total cash on hand as of 
June 2021 was $2.7 million 
and accounts receivable was 
$1.8 million, Willimon said. 
 Th e board approved the 
unaudited fi nancials.
 Th e next scheduled meet-
ings are planned for August 
25, September 29 and Octo-
ber 27.

Medical Specialist for Adults
Diabetes | Hypertension | Heart Disease 
IBS | Arthritis | Anxiety | Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain | Depression | Chr nic Pain

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine 1994, 2004, 2014

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of North Texas
Ex-Assistant Professor at University of Florida

Gold Medalist MD (India)

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat & Sun by appointment

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and all insurances accepted or cash pay.

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

Daniels Named as GISD
Director of Bands & Fine Arts
GAINESVILLE - Antonio 
“Tony” Daniels is the new 
Gainesville ISD Director 
of Fine Arts & Bands.  He 
comes to Gainesville ISD 
as with 27 years of teach-
ing experience.  Most re-
cently, Daniels served as 
an Assistant Band Director 
at Allen ISD.  Mr. Daniels 
has a Bachelor of Science 
in Music Education from 
Oklahoma State University 
and a Master of Music in 
Wind Conducting from 
Southern Methodist Uni-
versity.
 Tony and his wife Amy 
have been married for 24 
years and have one son, 
Antonio (AJ) Daniels who 
plays football for RPA Prep 
College and attends Tar-
leton State University. 
 “I am excited to come 
to Gainesville ISD because 

of the opportunity to help 
more students explore 
and broaden their scope 
of creative expressionism 

through Arts education,” 
Daniels said. “Students 
exposed to Fine Arts Edu-
cation become productive 
viable citizens within their 
communities. Further-
more, the City of Gaines-

ville is a very Fine Arts 
friendly community and 
most importantly, supports 
the schools and their stu-
dents.”
 Tony strives to build a 
program that fosters team-
work, camaraderie, school 
spirit, and the enjoyment 
of playing, as well as sup-
porting the community 
by sharing our talents and 
time.
 “I plan to use the band 
program to build the 
whole student, not use the 
student to build the band,” 
Daniels said.
 His long-range goals 
for the band are to bring 
State recognition back to 
Gainesville. “As we work 
hard and continue to pur-
sue the aim for enjoyment, 
pursue excellence and cre-
ate lasting moments, the 

successes, numbers, tro-
phies, and recognition will 
come,” he said.
 Th e plans for the Fine 
Arts programs in Gaines-
ville are to create more 
awareness within the com-
munity and seek more 
ways for students to show-
case their individual and 
collective crafts within 
their schools and through-
out the community.
 “Although we want to 
increase the number of 
students participating in 
Fine Arts, we also want 
for each student in Fine 
Arts to broaden their scope 
and skill set of artistry as 
a means of refl ection, hu-
mane research, and a social 
outlet,” Daniels said.
 Daniels replaces Russ 
Rutherford who retired 
following 5 years at GISD.

2022 United Way Campaign 

Starts with Pacesetters
GAINESVILLE - Cooke 
County United Way will 
be kicking off  the 2022 
Pacesetter Campaign on 
Monday, August 2, 2021 
in preparation for the 
General Campaign start-
ing in September! Pace-
setters are local businesses 
that demonstrate leader-
ship by encouraging em-
ployee participation in our 
community and providing 
generous fi nancial sup-
port to help “set the pace” 

during the annual Cooke 
County United Way cam-
paign.
 An all community Kick-
Off  Rally will be held on 
Tuesday, September 14 
at the Farmer’s Market in 
downtown Gainesville. 
Th is event will announce 
the total dollars raised by 
our Pacesetter companies 
prior to announcing the 
start for the general cam-
paign, which runs through 
October. 

 Cooke County United 
Way has obtained two new 
Pacesetter companies this 
year, First United Bank 
and Muenster ISD, bring-
ing the total to 18 local 
businesses. Th e list of 2022 
Pacesetters can be found on 
the Cooke County United 
Way website, where you 
can also learn more about 
Cooke County United 
Way, our agencies, and 
how to become a Paceset-
ter; https://cookeuw.org. 



Nelda Sue
Barrett Poteet 

Services
Sue Poteet passed away 

peacefully surrounded by 
her loved ones on July 29, 
2021 in Gainesville, TX at 
the age of 74. 
 Services are scheduled for 
2 pm on August 7, 2021 at 
the Schmidt Funeral Home 
in Bellville, TX
History

Sue was born on August 
22, 1946 in Bellville, TX.  
She rode on several Saltgrass 
trail rides with her father 
“Preacher” Barrett as the 
trail boss.  In high school, 
she was a twirler for the 
Bellville Brahma Band.  In 
1961 her family moved to 
Sugar Land, TX where she 
became the feature twirler 
and drum major for the 
John Foster Dulles Viking 
Band.  On August 21, 1982 
she and her husband Troy 
Poteet welcomed the love 
of her life into the world, 
“Katie” Jaclyn Kate Poteet.  
Sue was also a wonderful 
mother to her beloved fur-
children over the years and 
was aff ectionately known as 
“Momma Sue” to so many.  
Sue began her career work-
ing for Shell Oil in Hous-
ton, TX, and after moving 
to Bellville, retired from 
Children’s Protective Ser-
vices after 18 years as a Unit 
Secretary and Legal Liaison.   
Loving to make beautiful 
Counted Cross-Stitch, she 
placed Grand Champion 
in the Austin County Fair.  
Later in life, she was an avid 
Alabama Crimson Tide fan 
who cheered them on every 
game day. 
 Sue was preceded in death 
by her parents “Preacher” 
Marvin E Barrett, and “Ten-
cy” Beatrice B Th ompson 
Barrett.
Survivors

Sue was survived by her 
daughter, Katie, and her 
husband Tavis Johnson of 
Gainesville, TX; sister Jackie 
Barrett Brock Prewitt and 
her husband Doug; neph-
ews Bradley Van Brock and 

his wife Shelby, and Justin 
Van Brock and wife Stepha-
nie; great-nephew Braden 
Van Brock, and great-nieces 
Bethany Blair Brock and 
Aubree Belle Brock all of 
Huntsville, TX.   
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, please 
donate to the Austin Coun-
ty Child Welfare Board in 
her name atAttn: CPS Su-
pervisor, 602 East Hacienda 
St, Bellville, TX 77418.  

Bobbie Cantrell
 
Services
 Bobbie Ruth Cantrell, 95, 
of Gainesville, passed away 
July 27, 2021 in Gainesville.
 Th e family will receive 
friends from 6:00 to 7:00 
P.M. on Th ursday, July 29, 
2021 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.  Th e 
funeral service for Mrs. 
Cantrell is scheduled for 
2:00 P.M. on Friday, July 
30, at First Baptist Church 
of Gainesville with Dr. Jeff  
Langley offi  ciating.  Inter-
ment will follow at Fairview 
Cemetery.
History 
 Bobbie was born June 17, 
1926 in Slidell.  She was 
raised there and graduated 
from Slidell High School.  
She married Jimmy Cantrell 
on November 17, 1945 
in Sanger and the couple 
moved to Gainesville in 
1950.  Mrs. Cantrell was 
employed for many years 
as a key punch operator 
with National Supply.  As 
a 71-year-member of First 
Baptist Church, she loved 
her church family and Sun-
day School class.  In her free 
time, Mrs. Cantrell would 
play volleyball and bowl, 
and she looked forward to 
her regular Bridge game, a 
club she had belonged to 
since the 1950s.  She was af-
fectionately called “Bobcat” 
by her family for her feisty 
and competitive personality.  
Mrs. Cantrell enjoyed beau-
tifying her home by decorat-
ing, cooking (particularly 
desserts), and maintaining a 
fl ower garden that was often 

visited by birds she enjoyed 
watching.  Her greatest joy 
in life was her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, of 
whom she was very proud.  
She was especially proud of 
her granddaughter, Nurse 
Courtney Waddle, who 
traveled to New York City to 
care for CoViD-19 patients.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Pam Henderson of 
Gainesville; son, Brent 
Cantrell and wife, Trudy of 
Pilot Point; seven grand-
children (and spouses): 
Chris Henderson (Jennifer), 
Chad Henderson (Morgan), 
Courtney Waddle (Donald), 
Danielle Calderon (Alex), 
Tyler Nichols (Tyson), Da-
kota Cantrell, and Bailey 
Cantrell; and nine great-
grandchildren.
 Mrs. Cantrell was pre-
ceded in death by: parents, 
Hugh and Myrtle (Amyx) 
Fletcher; husband, Jimmy 
Cantrell; grandson, Curt 
Henderson; three sisters; 
three brothers; and son-in-
law, Charley Henderson.
Donations

Memorial contributions 
may be made to: Noah’s Ark 
Animal Shelter, or Th e Chil-
dren’s Ministry at First Bap-
tist Church of Gainesville.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jimmy Charles Sutton

Services
Funeral services for Jim-

my Charles Sutton, 76, of 
Gainesville, are set for 2:00 
PM Friday, July 30, 2021 at 
the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Hollis Parsons offi  ciating. A 
visitation will be held at the 
funeral home one hour be-
fore the service. Burial will 
follow in the Rosston Cem-
etery under the direction of 
the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home.
History
 Jimmy was born on Au-
gust 28, 1944 in Muenster 
to Albert G. Sutton and Al-
yce Janette (Akin) Sutton. 

He passed away on July 25, 
2021 in Plano.
Survivors
 Jimmy is survived by 
his daughter Janie Sutton 
Davis of Gainesville; son 
Chris Sutton and his wife 
Sylvia of Tye; brother Gary 
Sutton and his wife Gayla 
of Gainesville; Lloyd Sut-
ton and his wife Brenda of 
Gainesville; sister Ina Faye 
Fisher and her husband 
Donald of Muenster; and 
grandchildren Boston Da-
vis, Heagen Davis, Laken 
Sutton, Delane Hann, Zoe 
Gregg, and Brooke Larue.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents; sister Clella 
Murray; and son Richard C. 
Sutton
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Lane Tisdale

Services
 Rodrick “Lane” Tisdale, 
51, of Denton, passed away 
July 26, 2021. Services 
will be held Saturday, July 
31, 2021 at GracePointe 
Church, Denton, TX. Visi-
tation will be at 2:00 P.M. 
with service immediately 
following at 3:00 P.M. In-
ternment is Monday, August 
2, 2021 at 10:00 A.M., Fair-
view Cemetery, Gainesville, 
TX. Arrangements are un-
der the care of Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home, 
Gainesville.
History
 Lane was born June 13, 
1970, in Dallas, TX to Wil-
liam Dale Tisdale and Wilda 
Kay (White) Tisdale. Lane 
attended Southern Polytech-
nic College of Engineering 
in Marietta, GA, receiving a 
degree in Architectural En-
gineering. While in college, 
Lane was very active in his 
fraternity, Sigma Pi. After 
graduating, Lane moved to 
Dallas to be near his fam-
ily and became involved in 

Fellowship Church. Th ere 
he led a singles home group; 
in the group he met his 
wife, Stephanie, and many 
lifelong friends. Lane and 
Stephanie married May 4, 
2002 and son, Cole, fol-
lowed in December 2005. 
Lane spent his career work-
ing in the construction in-
dustry, most recently with 
Amazon in the Engineer-
ing Services Division. Dur-
ing his life, Lane found his 
greatest joy in his family, his 
church home, GracePointe, 
and his work.
Survivors 
 Lane is survived by his 
wife, Stephanie of Denton; 
son, Cole; mother, Wilda 
Tisdale of Flower Mound; 
brother, William Ashley Tis-
dale and wife, Kristi of Flow-
er Mound; niece, Miranda 
Tisdale; father-in-law, Steve 
Day and mother-in-law, 
Marsha (Hughes) Day of 
Lake Kiowa; brother-in-law, 
Steven Day and sister-in-law, 
Alison Day of Dallas; neph-
ews, Harrison and Walker 
Day; and numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends.
 Lane was preceded in 
death by his father, William 
Dale Tisdale; his paternal 
grandparents, Winifred R. 
Tisdale and Elvie Tisdale; 
and his maternal grand-
parents, William W. White 
and Susie May (Singleton) 
White.
Donations

In lieu of fl owers dona-
tions can be made to the 
scholarship fund for Steven 
Cole Tisdale at Prosperity 
Bank, Gainesville, TX.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Marion Farmer

Services
Marion Louise Farmer, 

85, of Whitesboro, Texas 
was called home to her Lord 
and Savior on Tuesday, July 
27, 2021.

 Funeral services honor-
ing Marion will be held at 
10:00 AM on Saturday, July 
31, 2021 at Meador Funeral 
Home of Whitesboro, offi  -
ciated by Rev. Rick Carney.  
A private family interment 
will follow at Mount Tabor 
Cemetery.  Th ere will be a 
time of visitation held one 
hour prior to the service at 
the funeral home.
History
 Marion was born on Oc-
tober 20, 1935 in Gordon-
ville, Texas to Marion and 
Mary (Howard) Hender-
son.  She was a graduate of 
Whitesboro High School 
and a member of the Lady 
Cat basketball team and was 
on the team the year they 
went to State.  She mar-
ried Irvin Edward Farmer 
in Whitesboro on April 24, 
1953 and they raised three 
children together and were 
married for 59 years prior to 
his passing in 2012.  Marion 
was a loving wife, mother, 
and grandmother, she was 
a hardworking woman and 
loved being outdoors.  She 
spent many hours out pick-
ing up pecans, mowing the 
fi elds, and fi shing.  She was 
the glue of the family and 
loved taking care of them, 
she was a fabulous cook and 
was famous in her family for 
her fried chicken and pies.
Survivors 
 Marion is survived by 
her son, Michael Farmer 
and wife, Elisa of Whites-
boro, son, Ricky Farmer 
and wife, Nan of Whites-
boro, daughter, Geraldine 
Baillio and husband, Lynn 
of Whitesboro; grandchil-
dren, Michael Lynn Farmer, 
Bryan Farmer, Brandon 
Farmer, Adrienne Baillio, 
Hayden Baillio, and bonus 
grandchild, Liseth Menjivar, 
twelve great-grandchildren, 
as well as numerous nieces 
and nephews.
 To sign the online registry, 
please go to www.meadorfu-
neral.com.

(Continued on Page 7)
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HOMETOWN LOCAL RADIO 
SWAP IT TO ME 

DEE & DARIN IN THE MORNING 
MELANIE BROWN LOCAL NEWS 

TxDOT Announces Changes 

to I-35 Frontage Roads
GAINESVILLE — A ma-
jor change to frontage roads 
along I-35 in the construc-
tion zone will take place 
next week, according to a 
TxDOT news release.
 Beginning Sunday night, 
August 1, night crews will 
be switching frontage roads 
from two-way to one-way 
operations permanently. 
Th ese sections of frontage 
roads will convert to One-
Way Only streets on the fol-
lowing mornings: 
 August 4 - the frontage 
roads between Elm Fork and 
FM 1306 will be switched.  
 August 4 - U-turn under 
the Elm Fork bridges will be 
closed. • 
 August 5 - the frontage 
roads between FM 1306 
and Spring Creek Rd will be 
switched. 
 August 6 - the frontage 
roads between Spring Creek 
Rd and Hockley Creek Rd 
overpass will be switched. 

 Drivers will experience 
slower than usual travel 
times as this process moves 
forward, the release stated. 
Striping operations and 
barrier installation will be 
ongoing for several days 
and nights after the traffi  c 
change. 
 Motorists should be cau-
tious and patient during this 
transformation. Pay atten-
tion to all signs and fl aggers, 
slow down, and put down 
cell phones through con-
struction. Due to the dan-
gerous nature of two-way 
frontage roads, TxDOT will 
be converting the frontage 
roads to one-way. One-way 
frontage roads help to im-
prove safety and mobility 
as well as reduce wrong-way 
entrance onto highways. 
 Typically, two-way front-
age roads will be converted 
to one-way as an area be-
comes more urbanized and 
development along the cor-

ridor increases creating ad-
ditional travel demands. 
 Behind the frontage road 
conversions will be more 
barrier installations. Or-
ange cones at the above 
locations will be replaced 
with concrete barrier start-
ing the night of Th ursday, 
August 5. Barrier will be 
installed until fi nished on 
subsequent nights. Plac-
ing barrier is a slow process 
and will take until approxi-
mately August 17 to com-
plete
 TxDOT began switch-
ing two-way frontage roads 
to one-way in the Cooke 
County in 2012 and 2016, 
according to the release.
  Next week’s conversions 
will continue the standard-
ization eff ort. Some con-
struction will be postponed 
if poor weather conditions 
move into the area. Find the 
closure information at Driv-
eTexas.Org.
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GAINESVILLE - On Fri-
day, July 30 around 9:42 
p.m., offi  cers responded to 
a disturbance in the 1500 
block of Cherry Street.  On 
offi  cer’s arrival, one person 
involved in the disturbance 
fl ed the scene in a ma-
roon 2010 Dodge Avenger 
4D.  Th e person leaving 
the scene was identifi ed as 
Kyle Charles Rains, 29, of 
Gainesville.  Rains contin-
ued to fl ee from offi  cers for 
approximately seven min-
utes before the pursuit was 
terminated due to the reck-
less nature in which Rains 
was driving and since his 
identity was known. A 
warrant for the off ense of 
Evading Arrest/Detention 
with a Motor Vehicle with 
a Previous Conviction was 
obtained for Rains. Th is is 
a third-degree felony of-
fense.
 Saturday around 11:00 
a.m., Rains contacted 
the police department by 
phone and was encour-
aged to turn himself in to 
law enforcement. Offi  cers 
learned Rains was possibly 
at a residence in the 1400 

block of Hemming Street.  
While enroute to that ad-
dress, offi  cers observed 
Rains driving the maroon 
2010 Dodge Avenger west 
on California Street at 
Grand Avenue.  
 Offi  cers attempted to 
stop Rains who refused 
to comply. Th is pursuit, 
which lasted about six (6) 
minutes, came to a stop 
due to traffi  c in the south 
bound lanes of Interstate 
35.  Rains stopped in the 
southbound lanes of Inter-
state 35 south of California 
St, exited his vehicle and 
jumped the center divider 
running east into a wood-
ed area of the 500 block of 
South Weaver St.  
 Around 2:45 p.m., Of-
fi cers learned Rains was in 
the area of a residence in 
the 1500 block of Cherry 
St.  Rains was located and 
arrested for the warrant. 
Additional charges are 
pending for the pursuit 
that occurred today.
 Th e investigation into 
this case is ongoing and 
anyone with information 
is asked to contact the 

Gainesville Police Depart-
ment by calling (940) 668-
7777, or through Face-
book at Facebook.com/
GTPolice. Th ose wishing 
to remain anonymous 
can contact the Crimes 
Tip Hotline at (940) 612-
0000.
  Gainesville Police De-
partment also received the 
following incident reports.
 Offi  cers issued an open 
alcohol container in ve-
hicle violation in the 1600 
block of Bonner Road
 Bart Matthew Prescher 
reported burglary of a 
building in the 3600 block 
of South I-35.
 Alfredo Vazquez Reyes 
reported deadly conduct, 
discharge of a fi rearm. Th e 
incident happened in the 
900 block of North Taylor 
Street. A resident discov-
ered a bullet hole in a wall 
of his residence.
 Sujey Larissa Collazo 
Rivera reported an inci-
dent of harassment in the 
700 block of south Morris 
Street.
 Found property was re-
ported in the 1300 block 

of North I-35.
 Offi  cers invested a re-
port of a runaway juvenile 
in the 700 block of North 
Clements Street.
 Graciela Guerrero-
Rincon reported theft of a 
motor vehicle/recovered in 
the 1200 block of Hancock 
Street.
 Offi  cers investigated a 
report of a suspect at a 
disturbance who fl ed the 
scene and evaded arrest in 
a vehicle in the 1500 block 
of Cherry Street.
 Ronnie Dunn reported 
a hit and run incident in 
the 800 block of Lawrence 
Street.
 Police investigated inci-
dents of possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 500 
block of East Broadway 
and in the 1900 block of 
North I-35.
 
Arrest Log
 Brittany R. Scott, 36, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Michael S. Smith, 33, 
warrant arrest/unlawful 
possession of a fi rearm by 

a felon.
 Russell J. Rhodes, 25, 
misdemeanor warrant ar-
rest.
 Brandon P. Rhodes, 18, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams, possession of mari-
juana less than two ounces.
 Lori Callahan, 58, mis-
demeanor warrant arrest. 
 Zaida Cruz, 24, misde-
meanor warrants.
 Amanda R. White, 31, 
theft of property less than 
$750.
 Amando Gutierrez, 55, 
driving while intoxicated 
arrest involving incident – 
no injuries.
 Kyle C. Rains, 29, traf-
fi c stop due to knowledge 

of active warrant. Vehicle 
pursuit.
 Christopher M. Romine, 
35, warrants. 
 Jason M. Dessin, 45, 
public intoxication.
 Lee W. Robinson, 46, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram, tamper/fabricate 
physical evidence with in-
tent to impair.
 Jennifer H. Roberson, 
37, tamper/fabricate physi-
cal evidence with intent to 
impair/misdemeanor war-
rant.
 Holly J. Robertson, 57, 
misdemeanor warrant.

GPD Arrests Suspect in Association
With Disturbance Call on Cherry St.
Gainesville Police Receive Reports

Medicare Advantage                                                        
Home Health Plans•Long Term Care

Confused about Medicare??
“I have the answers to your questions!”

Lowest Rates on Medicare Supplements

SENIOR SOLUTIONS
ENROLLMENT CENTER

Jodi Finkenbinder

903.814.4096
1720 County Road 219 • Gainesville

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

GISD Schedules Back

to School Events
GAINESVILLE - Gaines-
ville ISD students will be-
gin school on Wednesday, 
August 18. Parents of all of 
the Pre-K through 6th grade 
students are invited to attend 
Meet the Teacher on Th urs-
day, August 14. School sup-
plies may be dropped off  at 
that time to lessen the load 
for the fi rst day of school.  
Th e times are come-and-go 
and are staggered to allow 
for time for families to visit 
multiple campuses.   
 Head Start (qualifying 
3&4 years old) 3-4pm

 Edison (PK-1st grade): 
4:30-5:30pm
 Chalmers Elementary 
(2nd-4th): 5:30-6:30pm
 Gainesville Intermediate 
(5th-6th): 6:30-7:30pm
 Meet the teacher for 
Gainesville Junior High 
students will be on Mon-
day, August 16.  Parents 
and students will meet in 
the Auditorium.  Follow-
ing the parent meeting, 
Meet the Teacher will take 
place from 5:30-7pm.
 Incoming 7th grade stu-
dents are encouraged to 

attend LEAP camp on Au-
gust 11 from 4-6pm. In-
coming 9th grade students 
are invited to participate in 
Fish camp on August 16 
from 1-3pm. Th e Student 
Council has lots of fun 
activities planned to help 
the freshman get to know 
more about GHS. 
 All pertinent back-to-
school information, in-
cluding supply lists, dress 
code, campus start/end 
times, and more can be 
found at gainesvilleisd.org/
backtoschool.

MUENSTER - Muenster 
ISD announced its policy 
today that this school year, 
healthy meals will be of-
fered every school day to all 
students at no cost. Typi-
cally, a student’s house-
hold must meet income 
eligibility requirements to 
qualify for free or reduced-
price meals. However, the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) is-
sued guidance that allows 
schools to off er meals to all 
students at no cost for the 
2021-2022 school year. 
 While no application or 
eligibility determination is 
required for your student 
to receive free meals this 
school year, income eli-
gibility requirements will 
likely resume in the 2022-
2023 school year. As such, 
Muenster ISD will process 
household applications 
during School Year 2021-
2022 to ensure student eli-
gibility for free or reduced-
price meals during the fi rst 
30 days of the 2022-2023 
school year while 2022-
2023 applications are being 
processed. Each school/site 
or central offi  ce has a copy 
of the policy, which may be 
reviewed upon request.
 Starting on August 4, 
2021 will begin distribut-
ing letters to the house-
holds of the children in the 
district about these 2022-
2023 eligibility benefi ts 
and actions households 
need to take to apply. Ap-
plications also are avail-
able at 113 E. 7th Street, 

Muenster, TX 76252; 135 
E. 7th Street, Muenster 
TX 76252; or 912 N. Wal-
nut Street, Muenster, TX 
76252. 
 Criteria for Free and Re-
duced-Price Meal Benefi ts 
to Start School Year 2022-
2023
 Th e following criteria 
will be used to determine 
a child’s eligibility for free 
or reduced-price meal ben-
efi ts at the beginning of 
School Year 2022-2023: 
Income
 1. Household income 
that is at or below the in-
come eligibility levels 
Categorical or Automatic 
Eligibility
 2. Household receiv-
ing Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
(SNAP), Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families 
(TANF); or Food Distri-
bution Program on Indian 
Reservations (FDPIR)
Program Participant 
 3. Child’s status as a fos-
ter child, homeless, run-
away, migrant, or displaced 
by a declared disaster 
 4. Child’s enrollment in 
Head Start or Even Start 
 Income Eligibility
 For those households 
that qualify for free or 
reduced-price meals based 
on income, an adult in the 
household must complete 
the free and reduced-price 
meal application and re-
turn it to Kami Creed, 
Administrative Assistant, 
940-759-2281 ext. 600; 
kami.creed@muensterisd.

org; PO Box 608, Muen-
ster, TX 76252. Th ose 
individuals fi lling out the 
application will need to 
provide the following in-
formation:
 1. Names of all house-
hold members
 2. Amount, frequency, 
and source of current in-
come for each household 
member
 3. Last 4 digits of the So-
cial Security number of the 
adult household member 
who signs the application 
or, if the adult does not 
have a social security num-
ber, check the box for “No 
Social Security number” .
 4. Signature of an adult 
household member attest-
ing that the information 
provided is correct
 Categorical or Program 
Eligibility
 Muenster ISD is working 
with local agencies to iden-
tify all children who are 
categorically and program 
eligible. Muenster ISD 
will notify the households 
of these children that they 
do not need to complete 
an application. Any house-
hold that does not receive 
a letter and feels it should 
have should contact Kami 
Creed, Administrative As-
sistant, 940-759-2281 ext. 
600; kami.creed@muen-
sterisd.org; PO Box 608, 
Muenster, TX 76252.
 Any household that 
wishes to decline ben-
efi ts should contact Kami 
Creed, Administrative As-
sistant, kami.creed@muen-

sterisd.org; PO Box 608, 
Muenster, TX 76252. 
 Applications may be 
submitted anytime during 
the school year. Th e infor-
mation households provide 
on the application will be 
used to determine eligibil-
ity. Applications may also 
be verifi ed by the school 
offi  cials at any time during 
the school year.
 Determining Eligibility
 Under the provisions of 
the free and reduced-price 
meal policy, Kami Creed, 
Administrative Assistant 
will review applications 
and determine eligibility. 
Households or guardians 
dissatisfi ed with the Re-
viewing Offi  cial’s eligibility 
determination may wish to 
discuss the decision with 
the Reviewing Offi  cial on 
an informal basis. House-
holds wishing to make a 
formal appeal for a hearing 
on the decision may make 
a request either orally or 
in writing to Steven Self, 
Superintendent, 940-759-
2281 ext. 601, steven.self@
muensterisd.org. 
 Unexpected Circum-
stances
 If a household member 
becomes unemployed or if 
the household size increas-
es, the household should 
contact the school. Such 
changes may make the 
children of the household 
eligible for benefi ts if the 
household’s income falls 
at or below the attached 
current income eligibility 
guidelines.

Muenster ISD to Off er Meals 

to All Students at No Cost
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Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Blake Lazeris Carr, 26, was 
convicted of the June 28, 
2019 state jail felony off ense 
of credit card or debit card 
abuse and was sentenced to 
two years suspended time, 
two years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, two years’ 
probation, a $500 fi ne and 
court costs. Carr was also 
convicted of the June 28, 
2019 state jail felony off ense 
of burglary of a vehicle with 
two prior convictions and 
was sentenced to two years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, two years’ proba-
tion, a $500 fi ne and court 
costs.
 Virginia Lynn Kirk, 25, 
was convicted of the March 
14, 2019 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to three years suspended 
time, two years confi nement 
in a state jail facility, three 
years’ probation, a $500 fi ne 
and court costs.
 Leeann Michelle Roberts, 
44, was convicted of the 
September 18, 2019 third 
degree felony off ense of 
tampering with physical evi-
dence and was sentenced to 
three years suspended time, 
two years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, three years’ 
probation, a $500 fi ne and 
court costs. Roberts was also 
convicted of the Septem-
ber 18, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to three years 

suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, a $500 fi ne plus res-
titution and court costs.
 Tisha Leann Nortman, 
45, was convicted of the 
April 9, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of tampering 
with physical evidence and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, three years’ proba-
tion, a $250 fi ne and court 
costs.
 Tommy Joe Th ompson Jr, 
53, was sentenced in con-
nection with the April 20, 
2020 third degree felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams and received two 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Cassidy Wayne Stewart, 
35, was convicted of the 
September 1, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one ounce 
and was sentenced to two 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Heather Renee Massey, 
20, was sentenced in con-
nection with the November 
22, 2020 third degree felony 
off ense of tampering with 
physical evidence and was 
sentenced to two years’ pro-
bation deferred, a $500 fi ne 
and court costs.
 Zachary Royce Elbert 
Bryant, 31, was convicted 
of the January 22, 2021 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram and was sentenced to 
three years suspended time, 
two years confi nement in 

a state jail facility, a $500 
fi ne, three years’ probation 
plus restitution and court 
costs. Bryant was also 
convicted of the April 11, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams and was 
sentenced to three years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, three years’ proba-
tion, a $500 fi ne plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Sean Cameron Layco, 
46, was sentenced to  two 
years’ probation deferred 
plus restitution and court 
costs in connection with the 
December 16, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of ag-
gravated assault causing seri-
ous bodily injury.
 Julia Ann Napier, 54, was 
convicted of the Decem-
ber 27, 2020 second degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams and was 
sentenced to four years con-
fi nement in a state jail facil-
ity and court costs. Napier 
was also convicted of the 
December 27, 2020 third 
degree felony off ense of 
tampering with physical evi-
dence and of the December 
27, 2020 third degree felony 
off ense of prohibited item 
in a correctional facility and 
was sentenced to four years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Dustin Wayne Smith, 25, 
was sentenced to three years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs in connection 
with the April 22, 2021 state 
jail felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Arendt said. “So we need 
to help them.” 
 Another budget item was 
the Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
salary. 
 “On a statewide aver-
age our sheriff  is about 
$3,000 behind the aver-
age for counties our size,” 
Starnes said. “Th e recom-
mendation we made previ-
ously, I believe, the salary 
is $68,000 and we talked 
about moving it up to 
$71,000 as well as paying 
the deferential for the mas-
ter’s license that he holds 
which was $1,800 annu-
ally.
 Th e commissioners 
unanimously approved the 
preliminary budget item.
 Starnes also initiated 
a discussion regarding 
changes to the proposed 
budget.
 Klement said he has con-
cerns about funding for 
improvements on the Kress 
building which the county 
purchased last year. 
 “Th ere’s something that 
I think ought to be ad-
dressed, the Kress build-
ing,” Klement said. “I don’t 
think we put anything in 
the budget to really address 
the Kress building,” he 
said. “I think we do have 
need [for the building]. 
I know it’s going to need 
some work. I don’t think 
it’s going to be millions of 
dollars’ worth of work.”
 Klement said the elevator 
issues should be addressed 
and he acknowledged the 
fi re suppression system has 
been completed. His con-
cern is about utilization of 

the building and neglect-
ing the property which will 
allow it deteriorate in the 
absence of use and main-
tenance. He said he thinks 
$1 million should be set 
aside for the building. “I 
just want to make sure that 
we actually do put some 
money in the budget ex-
pressly for that building 
because I don’t think it’s 
going to take a lot of work 
done.”
 Starnes said a “strategic 
planning session should be 
set for the next 12 months, 
26 months and the next 48 
months.”
 “We have a lot of things 

that we keep discussing but 
we don’t have a specifi c ac-
tion listing and time line to 
accomplish,” he said.
 Klement said in addition 
to their regular county job 
duties many of the com-
missioners serve on local 
boards limiting their avail-
ability.  “Th ere are so many 
things that have our atten-
tion,” he said.
 Starnes said he will set 
a workshop for strategic 
planning for one, two and 
three year business plans.  
“We need to formally 
adopt what we want to do, 
in what order we want to 
do it and how we are going 

to fund it because we have 
a number of things that we 
need to address.”
 Th e board also recom-
mended and approved a 
proposed seven percent 
pay increase for county 
employees funded by the 
American Rescue Plan 
Act.
 Commissioner Precinct 
4 Leon Klement, Com-
missioner Precinct 3 Adam 
Arendt, County Judge 
Steve Starnes and Precinct 
1 Commissioner Gary 
Hollowell were present for 
Friday’s meeting. Precinct 
2 Commissioner Jason 
Snuggs was absent.

Cooke County Commissioners
Approve Preliminary Tax Rate
of .4130 and Set Public Hearing

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated by CMS

COMPANY WIDE

Saturday August 14th
7:00 am- 10:00 am

2227 N FOUNDRY RD
GAINESVILLE, TX

1303 N I-35
GAINESVILLE, TX

2 Locations

First  100 visitors wll receive a free backpack of school supplies!

Electronics
Clothing

Shoes

Furniture
Fishing Items

Misc.

Jewelry
Household Items

A portion of our proceeds will be 
donated to Visto & Helping Hands!

Children’s 
Clothing

Medicare, Medicaid, Insurance and Private 
Pay Accepted  - M-F 8am-6pm

940-665-5566
836 E. California  •  Gainesville

Sears Medical
Associates

Pediatrician
Tsion Elaine Haileselassie M.D.

“Dr. H”
Harvard, B.A.

Columbia University, M.D.
OVER 18 Years of Experience!

Pediatric Specialty Care
Now Accepting New Patients

Call to make an appointment

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru August 31, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

Stage Set for North 
Texas Fair & Rodeo
DENTON - When Au-
gust hits in Denton, Texas 
a certain aroma fi lls the 
air...an aroma of hot corn 
dogs, fresh squeezed lem-
onade, family fun, coun-
try music and cowboy tra-
ditions. Th e 93rd Annual 
North Texas Fair & Rodeo 
will take place August 20-
28, 2021. Th e event will 
kick off  Friday night, Au-
gust 20, with Aaron Wat-
son appearing LIVE on 
the Miller Lite Stage at 
9:30 p.m.!
 Th e fun continues with 
headlining performances 
by Terri Clark, Michael 
Salgado, Jake Hooker & 
the Outsiders, Giovan-
nie & the Hired Guns, 
Randall King, MID-
LAND, Flatland Cavalry, 
and ending with Sawyer 
Brown Sunday night the 
28th!
 Every August, the 
North Texas Fair and Ro-
deo (NTFR) consistently 
brings hot country music 
to the North Texas region. 

Nevertheless, with a rap-
idly growing association 
built on several generations 
of memberships and vol-
unteers, NTFR strives to 
place family fun and tradi-
tion at the forefront.
 “We continue to support 
our youth, agriculture, and 
community,” said Glenn 
Carlton, Executive Direc-
tor of the NTFR. “We 
strive every year to make 
this event better than it 
was the previous year. We 
want to bring you fun and 
excitement for the whole 
family.”
 Carlton said. Th e NTFR 
makes this happen by host-
ing great musical talent, 
professional and youth ro-
deos, livestock exhibitions, 
a premier midway, and spe-
cial exhibits.
 Th is year NTFR returns 
to August and its tradi-
tional roots, ready to wel-
come everyone back to the 
fairgrounds for exciting 
LIVE entertainment, FUN 
attractions and NEW ex-

hibits! Additionally, NTFR 
welcomes the return of 
the award winning com-
edy wild west stunt show 
the Tumbleweed Cross-
ing. Tumbleweed Cross-
ing will take you back to 
the WILD WEST where 
laughs and hilarity is the 
law of the land!
 Th e NTFR is a 501(c) 
(3) non-profi t organization 
dedicated to the preserva-
tion of western heritage. 
All revenue is reinvested 
into programs, scholar-
ships, and facilities. Th e 
NTFR contributes around 
$500,000 each year to 
area youth. According to 
the Center of Economic 
Development at the Uni-
versity of North Texas, the 
NTFR and its facilities 
have a $7,000,000 eco-
nomic impact in Denton 
County and approximately 
$4,000,000 impact on the 
City of Denton.
 For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
ntfair.com.

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

diff erent techniques. Th e 
slide presentation is of 
her Shibori experiences 
in Japan, England, and 
the US where she has 
done extensive studies. 
She will also show a col-
lection of hand-dyed fab-
rics and quilts made from 
Shibori fabrics.  
 For more information, 
please contact Marga-
ret at 940-368-1396 or 
email marlop51@aol.
com.
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Letters to the Editor. . .

By Froma Harrop

 In the summer, boys 
dress for the warm weath-
er, but girls dress hardly 
at all. Most high school 
guys are in baggy shorts, 
while many of the girls 
are wearing shorts so short 
that parts of their rear end 
remain exposed. Th e “dis-
tressed” versions -- with 
rips and ragged hems -- are 
often called Daisy Dukes, 
after a sexy character who 
wore them in “Th e Dukes 
of Hazzard” TV series 
(backstory to follow). 
Th ey’re not a great look 
even beside a swimming 
pool, but girls are wearing 
them on downtown streets.
 No matter how fi ne 
the girl’s character or per-
fect her fi gure, the eff ect 
is trashy, hollering sexual 
availability. Th at the boys 
checking out the half-
naked girls are themselves 
well covered confers on 
them superior status. (Do 
note that I am writing from 
a hetero point of view.)
 Britney Spears recently 
sent the celebrity media 
atwitter with an Instagram 
off ering of herself in half-
unzipped Daisy Dukes and 

nothing on top, though 
her hands were strategically 
placed to cover the nipples. 
Not doing the latter could 
have gotten her thrown off  
the social media app.
 “We know that there are 
times when people might 
want to share nude images 
that are artistic or creative 
in nature,” Instagram’s 
Community Guidelines 
state, “but for a variety of 
reasons, we don’t allow nu-
dity on Instagram.” Th at 
includes nipples. (Nipples 
in the context of breast-
feeding or medical matters 
are permitted.)
 Some girls may miss the 
point that Spears is selling 
her sexuality, not her com-
puter programming skills. 
Women interested in be-
ing taken seriously should 
dress in a way that moves 
the public’s attention north 
of the crotch. Th at does 
not preclude body-skim-
ming outfi ts that reveal a 
female form, which, well 
done, can be quite sensual 
because they suggest rather 
than shout. Th e line here 
gets thin at times, but par-
ents shouldn’t want their 
daughter to fl ash “skank” 
in neon. 
 Speaking of parents, 
some are trying to stall the 
fashion industry’s deter-
mination to push tawdry 
clothes on their daughters. 
Th ey have written stores 
asking for less-revealing 
clothes, and the salespeo-
ple have passed their com-
plaints on to the manufac-
turers.
 But to no avail. Short 
shorts are a big seller. 
 Whence came this con-

cept in children’s cloth-
ing? A professor of fashion 
design at the Fashion In-
stitute of Technology ex-
plained that childrenswear 
designers are being pres-
sured by kids who want to 
dress “aspirationally.” 
 And what is their aspi-
ration? To be like Britney 
Spears. 
 Reporting on the battle 
a few years back, Th e Wall 
Street Journal interviewed 
a mother from Sanford, 
Florida, who tried to stop 
her 12-year-old from 
choosing shorts with a tiny 
2 1/2-inch inseam. Th e 

seventh grader won, argu-
ing, “Some of my friends 
wear shorter shorts than I 
do.”
 Catherine Bach, the ac-
tress who played Daisy 
Duke in the sitcom, wore 
those denim cutoff s to the 
chagrin of CBS network 
censors. Th ey insisted that 
Bach wear fl esh-colored 
pantyhose under the shorts 
to obscure some of the na-
kedness. Th is was 1979.
 Th e show’s creators may 
have thought that portray-
ing the Duke family as 
Southern country folk who 
sat around the table and 

said grace would cancel 
objections to the costume. 
If so, they were wrong. 
Th e Coalition for Better 
Television, a conservative 
Christian watchdog group, 
called for a boycott of the 
show. 
 Bach herself had mixed 
feelings about the short 
shorts. Some feminist jour-
nalists complained that 
they were sexist. Yours 
truly obviously agrees, but 
would the latest incarna-
tion of feminism accuse me 
of body shaming? 
 Well, next time you see 
a young couple where the 

girl is in short shorts, note 
what the boy is wearing. 
Odds are that his sexual 
parts are nicely covered. 
Th e issue is female dignity 
and gender equality, and 
little more. 
 Follow Froma Harrop 
on Twitter @FromaHar-
rop. She can be reached 
at fharrop@gmail.com. To 
fi nd out more about Froma 
Harrop and read features 
by other Creators writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators webpage at www.
creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Froma Harrop

Any Idea How Sexist Short Shorts Are?
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Opinions

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Democrats contend 
that there was virtually no 
fraud in Texas during the 
2020. In essence, they are 
telling everyone to accept 
the election results. Well, 
guess what? Th e voters of 
Texas in these supposedly 
fraud-free elections decid-
ed to have a Republican 
majority in the Texas Sen-
ate and the Texas House. 
Democrat in the minor-
ity run off  to Washington, 
DC, thumbing their noses 
at Texas voters by refusing 
to accept the elections re-
sults! 
 I commend the author 
of a recent LTE. Instead of 
the usual generalizations, 
hyperbole, and mischar-
acterization of proposed 
reforms to the Texas Elec-
tion Code, this was an ob-
jection to a specifi c article 
in Senate Bill 1, recently 
passed by the Texas Sen-
ate in special session. Th e 
writer objects to requir-
ing people who transport 
more than two voters to 
fi ll out “a stupid form”.  
As she rightly states, the 
bill requires the driver to 
provide name, address, re-
lationship to voters, and 
why they are assisting the 
voters. Personally, I don’t 
see that provision as mak-
ing it more diffi  cult for 

elderly veterans to vote, as 
she contends. If all I’m do-
ing is transporting people 
to the polls and not do-
ing anything nefarious, I’d 
be happy to provide my 
name and address. 
 I think the Democrats 
are rebelling because of 
one thing that SB 1 adds 
to the 973-page elec-
tion code: “UNLAWFUL 
ALTERING OF ELEC-
TION PROCEDURES. 
A public offi  cial may 
not create, alter, modify, 
waive, or suspend any elec-
tion standard, practice, or 
procedure mandated by 
law or rule in a manner 
not expressly authorized 
by this code.” 
 It’s what no rogue coun-
ty in Texas should be able 
to do. 
 ONE Texas county out 
of 254, in ONE election, 
decided to take liberties 
with the Texas Election 
Code, necessitating this 
new clause in the code. 
In November 2020, Har-
ris County made up stuff . 
Th ey made up 24-hour 
voting, they made up 
drive-through voting (9 
out of the 10 locations 
in strongly Democrat ar-
eas, by the way), they set 
up tents for voting when 
the code clearly describes 
buildings as polling loca-
tions. Th ey accepted funds 
from Zuckerberg and 
friends to send unrequest-
ed ballot-by-mail applica-
tions. Democrats say voter 
integrity and security bills 
are making it harder to 
vote by taking away these 
things. But NONE of this 
is in the Election Code! 
Never was. You can’t take 
away something that was 
never allowed by the Leg-
islature in the fi rst place. 
SB 1 and the voting bill 

introduced in the House, 
HB 3, more clearly spell 
out what is and isn’t al-
lowed under the code, to 
insure that every qualifi ed 
Texas voter has equal ac-
cess to voting.
 If someone wants this 
“stuff ” in Texas, they 
should stay here and fi ght 
for it! 

Pauline Lesch
Valley View

To the Editor, 

 Review of Th e Magnifi -
cent Ambersons
 A little background if 
you are reading this for the 
fi rst time. During the pan-
demic, with lots more time 
on my hands, I vowed to 
fi nally read all the Pulitzer 
Prize winning books for 
fi ction. I started collecting 
these tomes several years 
ago and but never took 
the time to read these spe-
cial books. One book per 
year, usually, is awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for being 
the best American novel 
chosen by a committee of 
scholars. Th ere are numer-
ous categories – fi ction, 
biography, history, etc., - 
but I decided to focus on 
fi ction. When I fi nished 
the book, I would note 
the number of Texans who 
had succumbed to Covid 
19. Hopefully, I will have 
completed by self-assigned 
task by the time the Unit-
ed States is free of Covid. 
 Th e fi rst book review 
was His Family, by Ernest 
Poole. Poole won the Pu-
litzer in 1918. Th e second 
book of fi ction to win the 
Pulitzer is Th e Magnifi cent 

Ambersons by Booth Tark-
ington (1869-1946).
 Th e setting of the novel 
is a small town in the Mid-
west. Since Tarkington 
was born in Indianapolis, 
one could imagine the 
small town was in Indi-
ana.  Th e Amberson fam-
ily, the most prosperous 
and powerful in town, 
make up the characters in 
this story with the spoiled 
rotten and utterly unlik-
able son, George, being 
the main protagonist. 
George becomes horrifi ed 
when his widowed mother 
rekindles her relationship 
with the wealthy Eugene 
Morgan, who she left 
decades earlier to marry 
George’s father. As George 
struggles to sabotage is 
mother’s new romance, 
he must deal with his own 
romantic feelings for Mor-
gan’s daughter, Lucy. Th e 
consequences of his med-
dling in his mother’s aff air 
results in the ruin of his 
family. 
 Th e book was made into 
a movie in 1942, in which 
Orson Welles wrote, pro-
duced, directed, and nar-
rated the well adapted 
story. It can be seen on 
Amazon Prime Video, You 
Tube, Google Play, Ap-
ple TX or VuDu for less 
than $3.00. Characters 
that I recognized when 
I watched it were Joseph 
Cotton, Agnes More-
head, and Anne Baxter. 
A second adaptation to 
the book was released by 
A&E in January of 2002. 
Th e DVD is available on 
Amazon for $7.00 if you 
are interested. 
 As a side note, the 1942 
movie was much too long 
and the studio took it 
upon themselves to cut it 
down to size. Orson Wells 

was on location for anoth-
er movie and was not made 
aware of this happening 
until it was too late. Th ose 
who are interested in hon-
oring the talent of Mr. 
Wells are seeking to fi nd 
the original and make it 
available. From Kristen 
Lopez at Yahoo!News: 
 “In an era where the 
Snyder Cut exists, the 
possibilities are endless 
that some of the best lost 
works in fi lmdom could 
see the light of day. If all 
goes well, the next one on 
the docket could be the 
most tantalizing one of 
all: Orson Welles’ original 
version of the Magnifi cent 
Ambersons. 
 Welles’ feature, released 
in 1942, saw the tem-

peramental director fi lm 
a 131-minute cut only 
have home studio RKO 
add new scenes (including 
a completely new ending) 
and excise 43 minutes. 
Welles said about the fi n-
ished production, “Th ey 
destroyed ‘Ambersons’ and 
it destroyed me.”
 Want to know more? 
Check out 
”Expedition to Search for 
Uncut “Magnifi cent Am-
bersons’” Print in Brazil 
Set for Fall 2021
 I fi nished reading Th e 
Magnifi cent Ambersons on 
April 27, 2020. Th e num-
ber of deaths in Texas due 
to Covid 19 was 663.

Gail Knight
Era
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Obituaries

235th District Court 

Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Luis Gainzar vs. Suzane 
Tenorio Gainzar, divorce.
 Robin Galin Lemley vs. 
Kristi Leanne Roberson, di-
vorce.
 Bridget Vaunell Lott vs. 

Bradly Marvin Lott, divorce.
 Fidelity National Title In-
surance Company vs. Keith 
Lester, all other civil cases.
 Gene S. Hacker vs. Home 
Depot USA Inc., contract.
 Zachary S. Sadeghian vs. 
Cooke County Appraisal 
District, real property.

Cases Decided
 Crystal Lynn Stell vs. Jer-

ry Mack Stell, agreed judg-
ments, divorce.
 Carl William Eldon vs. 
Melissa Kay Eldon, agreed 
judgments, divorce.
 Kelli Beth Mann vs. 
Mark Gregory James, 
agreed judgments, divorce.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Th omas W. Shambo, non-
suited or dismissed by plain-
tiff , tax case.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by the 
Cooke County Clerk’s Offi  ce.
 Ryan Anthony Hennigan, 
28, Lindsay and Jody Brooke 
Fisher, 35, Lindsay.
 Michael Leroy Abbott, 66, 
Georgetown and Trisha Ni-
cole Abbott, 51, Georgetown.
 Lawrence Charles Bell, 54, 

Purcell, Oklahoma and Jerrie 
Sue Zimmerman, 71, Azle.
 Manuel R. Jackman, 57, 
Greeley, Kansas and Christine 
Marie Smith, 44,  Greeley.
 Alan Lee White, 35, Wil-
son, Oklahoma and Summer 
Dawn Russell, 29, Wilson.
 Joseph Paul Meling, 43, 
Gainesville and Julie Kathryn 
Ness, 43, Gainesville.

 Steven Louis Read, 32, 
Carrollton and Mayra San-
tana, 31, Gainesville.
 Roy Everett Tiff ner, 38, 
Gainesville and Stephanie 
Michelle Cramer, 29, Gaines-
ville.
 Juan Alberto Moreno, 47, 
Gainesville and Brenda Yadira 
Castillo Borjon, 29, Gaines-
ville.

Marriage License

Requests Received

Local Educator
Establishes a New
NCTC Scholarship
COOKE COUNTY –
Cooke County native and 
retired teacher Christie Hall, 
along with her husband Da-
vid, has established the Lana 
and Robert Hall Scholarship 
fund at North Central Texas 
College. 
 As a senior at Callisburg 
High School, Christie was 
able to attend business class-

es at NCTC, then Cooke 
County College, and she 
said that made her transition 
from high school to college 
at NCTC very comfortable. 
After fi nishing at NCTC, 
she went on to fi nish her 
degree at the University of 
North Texas.
 “NCTC is the place that 
has meant the most to me 

in my whole educational ca-
reer,” said Christie. “If I had 
gone straight to a university 
I don’t know if I would have 
stuck it out.”
 Christie taught 2nd, 
3rd, and 5th grades at 
Collinsville ISD over her 
38-year teaching career 
before retirement and be-
lieves that access to higher 
education is incredibly 
important. She consid-
ered long-time educator 
Eva Followill to be a men-
tor along her educational 
journey. 
 Christie took advantage 
of NCTC for professional 
development opportunities 
as well, putting in over 100 
hours each year at Texas Re-
gional Collaborative math 
and science trainings at the 
college.   
 “When I was younger 
I didn’t realize that every 
town didn’t have a college 
in it,” said Christie. “As kids 
we don’t know how lucky we 
are to have this available to 
us.”
 For information on schol-
arships at NCTC, visit 
scholarships.nctc.edu or 
email scholarships@nctc.
edu.

Local Educator Sets up Scholarship - Chris-
tie Hall (left) and her husband David Hall (right) 
presented the NCTC Foundation with a donation 
to establish the Lana and Robert Hall Scholar-
ship at North Central Texas College. NCTC Vice 
Chancellor of External Affairs Debbie Sharp (cen-
ter) received the donation.            (Courtesy Photo) 

(Continued from Page 3)

George “Dean”
Forney

Services
 Dean Forney, 78, died 
unexpectedly July 16, 2021 
of a heart attack.  Dean’s 
wishes were to be cremated. 
A remembrance service will 
be held on August 7, 2021 
at George J Carroll Funeral 
Home in Gainesville from 
4 to 6pm for friends and 
family to share memories of 
Dean.
History
 He was born September 
12,1942, in Billings Mon-
tana, to George and Eliza-
beth “Mae” (McKnaught) 
Forney. Dean was the third 
of four children and the 
only son.
 Dean attended a number 
of schools due to his father 
being a US Geological Sur-
veyor. He attended high 
school in Gainesville for a 
brief time. Dean completed 
a GED and attended classes 
to become a diesel mechan-
ic. He started as a mechanic 
for International Harvester 
and worked his way up the 
corporate ladder. He was 
a regional service manager 
when he retired from IH to 
start his own business selling 
custom refuse trucks in Spo-
kane and the surrounding 
areas. He sold his business 

and moved to Texas in 2000 
when he decided to marry 
Sharon (Shotwell) Forney.
 After moving to Texas 
Dean worked at Zodiac and 
Peterbilt. He retired from 
Peterbilt after a layoff , but 
still wanted to work. He was 
employed by WinStar Ca-
sino in early 2009 as a vault 
clerk. He was still employed 
there at the time of his death 
as a vault supervisor. Dean 
enjoyed working at WinStar 
and was very proud of the 
multiple times he received 
the supervisor of the month 
and employee of the month 
awards.
 Dean’s hobbies included 
fl ying sailplanes (gliders), 
photography, and astrono-
my. He completed college 
level astronomy courses and 
enjoyed tracking and pho-
tographing the stars with 
his telescope. Dean loved all 
aspects of fl ying. He became 
a glider pilot and was instru-
mental in starting the Spo-
kane Soaring Society while 
living in Spokane, WA. 
He was a lifetime member 
of the Soaring Society of 
America and was very active 
in the Young Eagle program 
designed to introduce youth 
to aviation. Dean gave over 
50 children their fi rst fl ights. 
He did weekly aerobatic 
shows at a theme park and 
excelled at cross country fl y-
ing in a sailplane. He fl ew 
sailplanes in Hawaii, Eng-
land, India, New Zealand, 
and Africa while on vaca-
tion. Dean belonged to the 
North Texas Soaring club in 
Decatur, Texas until it dis-
banded. 
 One of Dean’s proudest 
accomplishments was to re-
ceive a Gliding Gold Badge 
in 2014 from the National 
Aeronautic Association for 
completing his longest cross-
country fl ight in a sailplane. 
Th e badge has 3 diamonds 

representing fl ights for dis-
tance, goal, and height. In 
June 2013, Dean completed 
a 500K fl ight in his sail-
plane. He was towed and 
landed in Moriarity, New 
Mexico and spent 7 hours 
soaring with the Eagles (or 
as he would say, more likely 
with the buzzards). 
 Dean was always willing 
to lend a helping hand to 
anyone in need. He liked 
to have a “project” to work 
on, which often involved 
building or repairing some-
thing for a friend or family 
member. He provided com-
munity service by deliver-
ing Meals on Wheels every 
Tuesday. 
Survivors
 Dean was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
sisters, Patti Garrett and Di-
ana Ingram. He is survived 
by his wife, Sharon, son 
and daughter from a previ-
ous marriage, Jim Forney 
and wife Brenda and Helen 
McKelvey, both of Washing-
ton; stepsons Damon Foster 
and wife Teal and Brent Fos-
ter; sister Gayle Whitaker 
of Montana; mother-in-law 
Lorene Wilson; brothers-in-
law Lacy Shotwell and wife 
Karen, Kenny Wilson and 
wife Betty, Randy Wilson 
and wife Robin, and Donny 
Wilson and wife Darla. To-
gether Dean and Sharon had 
8 grandchildren and 4 great-
grandchildren. Dean is also 
survived by nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and numerous 
friends. He will be missed by 
many.
Donations
 Th ose who wish to make a 
donation in Dean’s memory 
may do so to Abigail’s Arms 
Cooke County Family Cri-
sis Center, 1600 N Aspen 
Rd in Gainesville.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.
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bang for

your buck!”
940-665-2320

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to the 
entire county! Advertise 
them in The Weekly News 
for as low as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320.

Doesn’t Bridger look 
like such a handsome 
and happy boy? He is 
such a good boy to that 
just seems to be getting 
overlooked here at the 
shelter. He has already 
been here for 2 months 
but just hasn’t found 
the right match yet. He 
is hoping you will be 
the one to give him a 
second chance at fi nd-
ing his forever home. 
He has the best person-

ality being the calm boy when getting love and atten-
tion or just laying around the house, but also loving 
to play. He enjoys getting to go outside to play and 
does well with other dogs as well. He would make for 
an all-around good family dog! So, what do you say? 
Why don’t you load up your family, including any 
dogs you have, and make a trip to the shelter to give 
this sweet boy the chance to melt your heart. Noah’s 
Ark is open Monday- Saturday 11-5, closed Thursday 
and Sunday. Give us a call at (940)665-9800 to make 
an appointment to come see him. 

Animal Adoption

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, 
little bales and 3x3x8s 
and little bales of coastal. 
940-665-7601.
                                                                   07/28

Hoyt Compound Bow- 
Power Hawk 60-70Lbs 
$150. Buck Master Pro 
Compound Bow 60-
70Lbs $100. Husky 16K 
Gooseneck Hitch $125 
940-372-3621.
                                                                   07/28

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs found animal clas-
sifi ed word ads for FREE 
in an attempt to help re-
united the animal and the 
owner. For more informa-
tion, call 940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

Personals
Seasoned, Handsome, 
Matured, Retired Gen-
tleman, I.S.O. A new 
close relationship with 
someone in the LGBTQ 
Cooke County, Texas 
Community. If inter-
ested please respond to:
JohnJ.ThomasIII@yahoo.com
                                                                   07/14

Garage 
Sales

LG Front Load Washer. 
Like New. Good Washer, 
Good Price. Call 940-
736-3932. 
                                                                   07/28

Purple Hull & Cream 
Peas.  Shelled & Cleaned. 
$33 per 10lb bag. 580-
276-5644. Please leave 
Message. 
                                                                   09/02

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com 
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K-9 Klips and
Kennel is seeking 

Full-Time/
Part-Time help 

including
Weekends and 

Holidays.
Apply In Person
at 7450 E US
Highway 82, 
Gainesville

(Oak Ridge).

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Lawn Mowing
Services & Tree 

Trimming
Call Greg

940-902-3894

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Callisburg ISD is accepting applications for 
Bus Drivers and Field Trip Drivers for the 
current school year. Applicants must be 21 
years of age, must have a Class A or B CDL 
with passenger and school bus endorsement and 
be able to have a current or pass a DOT medi-
cal exam. Applicants must also pass a back-
ground check, driver’s record check, and pre-
employment drug test. Average morning and 
afternoon routes run 60-75 minutes. All busses 
are equipped with security cameras. Interested 
applicants may obtain an application at the 
Callisburg ISD Administration Offi ce located 
at 148 Dozier Street, Callisburg, TX or at the 
Transportation Offi ce located at 308 Dozier 
Street, Callisburg, TX. Interested parties may 
also contact Cory Huddleston at 940-665-0961 
extension 365. We look forward to hiring new 
drivers who want to work for a district that 
respects the job they do!

J. R. Thompson, Inc. is now 
accepting applications for 
MIXER/TRANSPORT DRIV-
ERS.  Applications may be 
picked up at our Gaines-
ville Concrete Plant 4100 
N. Weaver St. (940) 612-

2424 or at our main offi ce 
3500 N. Grand Ave. (940) 
665-2533, Gainesville, TX.   
J. R. Thompson, Inc. is an 

EEO employer. 

Help Wanted
Construction Worker 
Wanted at Jonah Skip-
worth Construction and 
Plumbing. Call Jonah at 
940-222-3353 or submit 
resume at jonah@jonahs-
kipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                 01/27

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Con-
tact Cory Huddleston @ 
940-736-4167 With Any 
Questions About The Po-
sitions.
                                                                   02/17

The Weekly News
Covering the

Entire County

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

Church Nursery Worker.  
Sunday Mornings 9a-12p. 
$10/Hr Gainesville Bible 
Church 940-668-2781.
                                                                    05/05

Legal Notices

Domino’s Now Hiring 
URGENTLY Sign-On 
Bonus. Apply Online Or 
In Person. 1211 N Grand 
Ave, Gainesville.
                                                                   07/28

Servers, bartenders, shift 
leaders. Full Time, Nights 
& Weekends. Family 
owned restaurant. Hours 
10:30 am -11 pm. Closed 
Mondays. Call or text 
940-867-3837 or apply 
in person. Doc’s Bar and 
Grill,  Muenster
                                                                                                                                                   07/14

J. R. Thompson, Inc. is 
now accepting applica-

tions for HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR.  Ap-
plications may be picked 
up at Martin Quarry 450 
Rock Quarry Road (940) 
995-2245, Saint Jo, TX, 
Mitchell Quarry 8368 S 
FM 373 (940) 759-2294, 

Muenster, TX, Bridgeman 
Quarry 18090 Bridgemn 
Road (580) 564-7477, 

Kingston, OK. or at our 
main offi ce 3500 N. 

Grand Ave. (940) 665-
2533, Gainesville, TX.   

J. R. Thompson, Inc. is an 
EEO employer. 

Services

Cooke County, Texas
Notice of Meeting
Board of Judges

Notice is hereby given that the Honorable 235th Dis-
trict Judge Janelle Haverkamp will hold a public hear-
ing on August 13, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the 235th Dis-
trict Courtroom, 101 S. Dixon, 2nd Floor, Gainesville, 
TX 76240 to consider the following:

 1) Consideration and setting of the compensation for 
Fiscal Year 2022 for the Cooke County Auditor, Assis-
tant Auditors and Court Reporter in accordance with 
Local Government Code Section 152.905.

     Shelly Atteberry
     County Auditor
     August 2, 2021
                                                                                                                                                        08/04

Sivells Bend ISD - NOW 
HIRING Instructional 
Aide (possible bus driver)
Job Description: PK-K-
1-2 Instructional Aide, 
Recess Duty, Willing and 
able to work in any area 
assigned, Help teach-
ers laminate, make cop-
ies, cut, put up bulletin 
boards, etc. Start Date: 
August 2021. If interested 
please call 940-665-6411. 
                                                                                                                                              07/14

Apartment maintenance 
help needed.  Job detail 
includes plumbing, light 
carpentry, painting, land-
scaping and pool mainte-
nance.  Applicants must 
have reliable transporta-
tion and own hand tools.  
Salary based on expe-
rience.  Please contact 
Cody at 940-727-9379 or 
email resume to codym-
hess@yahoo.com
                                                                                                                                                   08/04

Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call at 940-665-2320.

Nortex Communications Lifeline Program

The Lifeline Program is only eligible to residential 
customers in the Nortex regulated areas of Muenster, 
Valley View, Pioneer Valley, Forestburg, Rosston, and 
Myra, 

If you are a low-income customer and need help pay-
ing for Nortex phone or internet service, you may be 
eligible to participate in the government assistance 
Lifeline program. 

Lifeline reduces residential telephone service by up to 
$12.75 per month or residential internet service by up 
to $9.25 per month. 

You may qualify to receive Lifeline if your household 
income is at or below 135% of the federal poverty 
guidelines for the federal discount, or 150% of the fed-
eral poverty guidelines for the state discount, or if the 
customer, a dependent, or the customer’s household 
participates in one or more of the following:
 • Medicaid
 • Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) (formerly Food Stamps)
 • Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
 • Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)
 • Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP)
 • Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
 • National School Lunch Program’s free lunch pro-
gram
 • Health benefi ts coverage under the state Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

Lifeline assistance is non-transferable. Only eligible 
consumers may enroll in the program. There is a lim-
it of one discount for one service per household. For 
more information, call Nortex at 940-759-2251 or visit 
www.nortex.com/phone/lifeline

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at

every level is
“It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR
ALL NURSING SHIFTS

$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA
NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 

PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Injection Molding
Manager

Apply online at:

Or apply in person at 
2227 Foundry Road,

Gainesville, TX 76240

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Get all the local news
for less

than a cup
of coffee!

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272 • Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 • Lindsay - 76250 •  Myra - 76253

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County
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Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

The Weekly News
We are your best buy!

Find it here: www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Shadowood 
Apartments

1-2-3 Bedrooms      
940-665-2886

Apartments 
For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued ...

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classifi ed 
ads for as low as $7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 
940.665.2320 to fi nd out how!

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Lawn Mower Service. 
Tree Trimming.

Call 940-580-8434 or 
940-284-0410.

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Licensed & Insured

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

200 E Scott
406 N Howeth
Lynwood Apts 

Shady Glen Apts
Shadowood 
Townhomes
Aspen Apts

(Sanger)
603 E Hwy 82

(Nocona)
(commercial lot)

231 S. Sycamore 
(Muenster)

Want to 
Buy

I Will Buy Your Vacant 
Lot(s) in Gainesville. Call 
940-736-1123.
                                                                                                                                           08/04
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GISD Board Plans for $70M Bond 

Proposal for a New Junior High
(Continued from Page 1)

School. Th e school would 
serve grades six through 
eight, he said.
 “If this bond option 
were to go forward… we’d 
encourage to continue to 
have tours of [the junior 
high school facility], so 
that voters who think you 
can go in there with a new 
coat of paint and fi x every-
thing will be able to get 
inside it and see what’s ac-
tually there,” he said. “Be-
cause it’s not the same as 
when they went through 
30 years ago.”
 He said discussions 
included potential solu-
tions and costs analysis, 
refi guration of the school 
and the tax impact to 
homeowners. He said 
the TxDOT Interstate 
35 expansion project is 
related to potential job 
and population growth 
in Gainesville. “[Placing 
the bond election] on the 
ballot is about the kids,” 
Phillips said. He also said 
newer school facilities 
will attract businesses to 
Gainesville.
 “Doing a new junior 
high at this point is tell-
ing businesses that might 
look at an opportunity 
here that we are looking 
at making Gainesville the 
best city that it can be,” he 
said. He said students who 
might otherwise choose 
to move to other cities 
will stay in Gainesville if 
there are better facilities 
and more opportunities in 
Gainesville.
 Pickett said the plan 
includes maintaining the 
campus’s current audito-
rium, adding the new fa-
cility would serve approxi-
mately 850 students. “We 
can’t just put a Band-Aid 
on it,” she said. “We have 
to do this.”
 Stewart said the audito-
rium building will require 
some work. “Again, it’s 
an older facility,” he said, 
adding safety and security 
at the campus are primary 
concerns. Th e plan calls 
for a band hall connec-

tion to the auditorium to 
protect students from in-
clement weather and keep 
them safe as they walk to 
the building. He said dis-
trict resources are avail-
able to pay for upkeep and 
maintenance of equip-
ment in the auditorium.
 No action was taken on 
the proposed bond issue at 
Monday’s meetings.
 In his superintendent 
report Stewart presented a 
COVID update.
 “As the 2021-2022 
school year rapidly ap-
proaches my team and I 
are currently in the pro-
cess of revamping our pro-
tocols for the upcoming 
year,” Stewart said.  He 
added the district hopes 
to return to “some sort of 
normalcy but obviously, 
being cognizant of the fact 
that COVID has not gone 
away.”
 “We are going to con-
tinue to utilize the safety 
protocols that were put 
in place last year,” he said. 
He said the district plans 
to continue to adhere 
to information from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and local health offi  -
cials.
 He noted the district 
cannot require the use of 
face masks due to a man-
date from Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott, “but at the 
same time if an individ-
ual wants their children 
or if staff  members want 
to wear masks, protective 
shields or any other type 
of PPE, we are defi nitely 
going to allow that as 
well.”
 He said the district is 
aware of the risks involved 
with COVID variants 
which may be spread more 
rapidly than previous 
strains of the virus. “We 
are also trying to keep ev-
eryone informed,” Stewart 
said.
 He also said HB 4545 
requires the district put 
in a place an accelerated 
instruction plan called Re-
turn to Learn for students 
who have not passed a 
previous requirement for 

math and reading profi -
ciency. He also said the 
district will off er trans-
portation for students 
who participate in the 
after school remediation 
program “because that’s 
one of the things that was 
brought to the table very, 
very early… Our students 
[who] did not have trans-
portation.”
 He also mentioned up-
coming events prior to the 
new school year. Th ey in-
clude the August 12 Meet 
the Teacher event at Head 
Start, Chalmers Elemen-
tary and Gainesville Inter-
mediate. 
 On August 13 at 6:30 
p.m. the Red Coat Band is 
presenting its showcase at 
Leopard Stadium, he said.
 Meet the Leopard is 
planned for August 14 at 
7 p.m.
 Meet the Teacher at 
Gainesville Junior High is 
set for 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
August 16.
 Stewart also noted the 
convocation will include 
a “keynote speaker who 
is a special individual.” 
He said he can’t name the 
speaker but “I’m defi nitely 
looking forward to invo-
cation,” Stewart said. “You 
are in for a treat.”
 He reminded board 
members the offi  cial start 
of school is August 18. 
“We’re expecting 3,000-
plus [students].”
 Ann Pape Wilson, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Communities in Schools 
of North Texas, Inc. 
presented a report on a 
proposed implementa-
tion of the program at 
Gainesville Intermediate 
School.
 Stewart said he has seen 
fi rsthand the benefi t the 
501-C3 (nonprofi t) agen-
cy program brings to stu-
dents, faculty and parents. 
“We are looking at joining 
forces with Communities 
in Schools for the ’21-
’22 school year to provide 
some services.”
 “As Dr. Stewart men-
tioned we have been talk-
ing about establishing a 

relationship with Gaines-
ville ISD,” Wilson said. 
“We currently are serv-
ing Denton and Wise 
counties… In Denton, of 
course, we’re serving Den-
ton ISD, Lewisville ISD, 
Lake Dallas ISD, Little 
Elm ISD and Northwest 
ISD… school districts 
that are very much similar 
to your size.”
 She said the organiza-
tion would initially place 
a staff  member on the 
Gainesville Intermediate 
School campus. “Th at per-
son would be part of that 
Gainesville Intermediate 
team, will work with that 
Gainesville Intermediate 
principal, the counsel-
ing team, the APs, the 
lead teachers” she said. 
She noted some students 
would receive “intensive 
case management sup-
port.”
 LaCreasha Stille, As-
sistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum & Instruction 
provided a report on cur-
riculum and instruction.
 Th e board also approved 
endorsing Valley View 
ISD School Board mem-
ber Corinne French for 
reelection to a position on 
the Texas Association of 
School Boards for Region 
11.
 Th e board unanimously 
approved the following ac-
tion items:
 A partnership agree-
ment between Commu-
nities in School of North 
Texas, Inc. and Gainesville 
Independent School Dis-
trict.
 Eikon Master Service 
agreement for a GISD 
warehouse/operations fa-
cility.
 In addition, the board 
approved the following 
consent agenda items: 
 Minutes of the regular 
June 21, 2021 meeting, 
monthly bill list, fi nancial 
statement, student code of 
conduct for 2021-2022, 
T-TESS Appraisers and 
calendar for 2021-2022, 
Roof Connect LLC pay-
ments for Lee Elementary 
School, Hellas Construc-
tion payment for Leopard 
Stadium.
 All board members 
were present for Monday’s 
meeting.

We Do It All For You
Blinds • Shades • Shutters • Drapes • Home Automation

Request a free consultation today 

903-771-2483

Don’t Get Up!

BEING 
OVER 50 HAS 

ADVANTAGES
Are  you over 50? Save money with our 50-Plus accounts. We’ve reduced 
the rates you’re charged and added some great opportunities just for over-
50s lifestyles. Talk to us here about getting your share of life after 50.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

Sears Medical Associates

1983 2021

Medicare, Medicaid, Insurance and Private 
Pay Accepted

940-665-5566
836 E. California  •  Gainesville

Christie Gibson PA-C
Christie has 26 Years Experience in 

Family Practice. She has been an
integral part of our team at Sears
Medical Associates for 17 years.

Now accepting new patients!
She speaks spanish  uently!

Please call to make an appointment.

38YEARS

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Carol Moody Johnson 
reported the burglary of a 
building in the 1900 block 
of Hockley Creek Road.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than four grams in the 
2600 block of East High-
way 82. 
 
Arrest Log
 Savannah Lamore 
Morhan, 28, theft of prop-
erty less than $100, failure 
to appear.
 Laura Belinda Sailer, 58, 
failure to appear.
 Jan Marie Sanchez, 50, 

possession of amphet-
amine-distribution of 
methamphetamine.
 Austin Avery Vondrak, 
25, public intoxication.
 Keith Alan Lofton II, 34, 
failure to appear, burglary 
of a building.
 Kaleb Boyd McIntire, 
35, abandoning or endan-
gering a child, assault caus-
ing bodily injury/family 
violence.
 Ricky Robert Scott, 68, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia.
 Preston Noel Gonza-
les, 26, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, failure to 
appear.
 John Clinton Bolden, 
65, open alcohol container 
in a motor vehicle-passen-

ger. 
 Jaystin Kyler Perry, 20, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Ty Samuel Obannion, 
20, possession of a con-
trolled substance less one 
gram.
 Allie Lee Winker, 34, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams, prohibited sub-
stance/item in a correc-
tional/community facil-
ity.
 Robert William Winker, 
51, continuous violence 
against the family.
 James Michael Nor-
wood, 51, assault causing 
bodily injury against fam-
ily member.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports


